


Some of the most important literacy learning happens at home. You may not even
realize you’re improving literacy skills when you’re talking to your children about
their day, singing songs, playing pretend, and reading out loud. You and your
family are already working to build your child’s literacy skills in many ways.

These activities can be added to how you’re already building literacy skills at
home. The steps below do not have to be done all at once, and can be spread out
and repeated throughout the year (and beyond). 

Using your child’s Achieve Now Progress Report, look at the letters from the Still Working On column.
Use the letters your child is working on for the following activities:

Playing with Letters and Sounds

Choose one letter your child needs to work on. Write
the letter (capital and lowercase) on the back of its
flashcard, if you’ve printed the Alphabet Flash Cards in
this packet (pages 4-10). If you’re making your own,
you’ll also want to write the letter, draw a picture, and
write the keyword on the other side. Your flashcards
should look like the pictures to the right. 

Introduce the letter by showing the front of the
flashcard (with picture): “This is the letter J. J says the
sound /j/ like in the beginning of Juice. Repeat after me:
J, /j/, Juice.” Wait for your child to repeat.

/j/ means the sound of J. If you’re unsure of the sounds,
click here for a video of all the letter sounds.

Next, quiz your child. Show them the back of the card (just
the letter, no picture). Have them say the sound.

After learning at least 3 of the letter sounds, spread the
flashcards out in rows or take out the Alphabet Linking
Chart included in this packet (page 3). Say a letter sound and
have your child point to the letter and say its name.
Challenge your child to find the letters faster with each
round. 

Create or add a new card when your child is able to say the
name of the letter and the sound it makes on their own.

Tip: Your child can also quiz themselves, or practice with a sibling! Feel free to add more cards
to the pile as your child masters each set. You can also get creative and play games like “Go Fish”
with the cards or come up with your own games.   

At-Home Phonics
Activities 

J j
Front of card Back of card

J j

juice

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef3ZD3SBHyk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kVwrNKUw7sg


Play a game of “I Spy” at home or in
your neighborhood using letters
and sounds. Look for letters on
signs and storefronts, in books,
magazines, labels, or the TV.

Visit our YouTube
channel to learn or

review strategies for
reading or spelling

words.

Other activities to practice playing with words,
letters, and sounds: 

Help your child keep track of all of the letter sounds
in an “Alphabet Journal.”  When your child finds a
letter in a book or in a game of I Spy, have them
write the letter and draw a picture of the word. They
can also try to spell the word using the letters they
know. 
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Resources on the next pages

At-Home Phonics
Activities 

1

Talk about words, letters and sounds
when reading with your child. For
example, ask your child, “What
words do you see on this page that
start with the same letter as your
name?” Or ask, “What is the
beginning sound in the word
‘house?” You can go on a hunt for
specific letters in the book.

"I'm thinking of a word
that starts with the sound

/f/. Can you guess it?"
(Flower)

"I spy the letter X. Do
you see it? What

sound does X make?"

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef3ZD3SBHyk
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCyFGRRc5lNu7xhpHpcdLC3Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ef3ZD3SBHyk


A a

apple

B b

ball

C c

cat

D d

donut

E e

egg

F f

fly

G g

game

H h

horse

I i

igloo

J j

juice

K k

kite

L l

lime

N n

night

O o

octopus

P p

pencilmonkey

M m R r

rain

S s

snake

T t

ten

question

Q q

V v

vegetables

W w

web

X x

sixup

U u

yes

Y y Z z

zebra

The Alphabet



A a

apple

B b

ball

C c

cat

D d

donut



E e

egg

F f

fly

G g

game

H h

horse



I i

igloo

J j

juice

K k

kite

L l

lime



monkey

N n

night

O o

octopus

P p

pencil

M m



question

R r

rain

S s

snake

T t

ten

Q q



up

V v

vegetables

W w

web

X x

six

U u



yes

Z z
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Y y


